
April 24-May 10, 2026 

Evening Shows 7:30pm 

Matinee Shows 2:00pm 
Pay What You Can Thursday, May 7th at 7:30pm 

ASL Performance Sunday, May 10th at 2:00pm 
Sponsorship provided by:  
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210 N I Street 

Tacoma, WA  98403  

253-272-2281 

www.tacomalittletheatre.com  

TLT is a proud member of:  

TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE STAFF 
Managing Artistic Director .............................................................. Chris Serface 

Technical Director ........................................................................... Blake R. York 

Lead Carpenter ................................................................................ Frank Roberts 

Education Director ....................................................................... Nick Fitzgerald 

Development Director ....................................................................Diana George 

Shop Technician ....................................................................... Thomas Robinson 

Interim Production Manager ........................................ Monique Otter-Johnson 

Box Office Lead ............................................................................ Emma DeLoye 

Support Staff ..............................................Erinne Kellogg, Teagan McMonagle 

Kaylie Holcomb 

House Managers ...................... Russ Coffey, Cara Hazzard, Nathaniel Walker 
Lani Boykin, Mara Aveline, Ron Bauer 

Maile Allen, Jonathan Baunach 

Original Broadway production produced by 
Jean Doumanian, Sonia Friedman Productions, Ambassador Theatre Group, 

Raise the Roof 7, Ted Snowdon, Alhadeff Productions/Lauren Doll, 
B Square + 4 Productions/Broadway Across America, Jacki Barlia Florin/Cooper Federman, 

Ronnie Planalp/Moellenberg Taylor and Marla Rubin Productions/Blumenthal Performing Arts, 
in association with Scott Delman 

THE MOUNTAINTOP was developed at the Lark Play Development Center, 
New York City, and was first produced by Theatre 503 in June 2009 

and further produced at Trafalgar Studio One in July 2009 
by Sonia Friedman Productions and Jean Doumanian, 

Tali Pelman for Ambassador Theatre Group, Bob Bartner, Freddy DeMann, 
Jerry Frankel, Ted Snowdon and Marla Rubin Productions Ltd. 

THE MOUNTAINTOP was developed at the 2008 Bay Area Playwrights Festival, 
a program of the Playwrights Foundation (Amy L. Mueller, Artistic Director) 
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ARTISTIC STAFF 

Please remember to silence your 

cell phone and mobile devices. 

No texting during the performance.    
ñThank you 

Director .......................................................................... Jalen C. Penn 

Stage Manager .................................................................... Kay Meier 

Technical Director/Scenic Designer/Visuals .......... Blake R. York 

Costume Designer/Properties Manager ........ Chandler T. Thomas 

Sound Designer ............................................................. Dylan Twiner 

Lighting Designer ............................................................ Elijah Bellis 

Scenic Artist .................................................................. Jennifer York 

Assistant Stage Manager ............................ Layla Tobar-Thompson 

Dramaturgy ......................................................................... Ty Halton 

Lead Carpenter ............................................................ Frank Roberts 

Shop Technician ................................................... Thomas Robinson 

Photography ................................................. Dennis K Photography 

Next Move Interns ............................ Nova Dutoit, Savannah Toler 



Jalen C. Penn (Director) 
Jalen is an actor, director, rapper/DJ, and educator who uses his educational back-
ground and hip-hop roots/influences to promote diversity, equity, and inclusion in 
all things he pursues.  
 
Jalen attended Saint Martinõs University and was quickly hit with the Theatre bug 
after being cast in his first evening of one acts on campus. During this time, Jalen 
would appear in a multitude of school productions and community productions 
but his favorites are as follows:  Into the Woods (Wolf/Cinderellaõs Prince), Uncle 
Vanya (Astrov), The Drowsy Chaperone (George),  The Last Days of Judas Iscariot (El 
Fayoumy), Polaroid Stories (Orpheus); and post grad Shrek the Musical (Donkey) with 
SRO Theatre in Yelm and As You Like It (Orlando) with Gold Finch Productions 
in Olympia, WA.  
 
In addition to his on stage experiences, Jalen takes great pride in his directing and 
stage managing too. Most recently, Jalen returned to his Alma Mater, SMU, and co-
directed The Play That Goes Wrong.  Jalen is eager to continue this good work as he 
pursues more opportunities up North with TLT and others alike. Furthermore, 
Jalen hopes to seek more opportunities to work with more creatives of color who 
look like him and have similar experiences and stories to tell. 
 
Kay Meier (Stage Manager) 
Kay has been stage managing throughout the Puget Sound area since 2019 and is 
thrilled to be back at Tacoma Little Theatre working on such a poignant show. 
Recently, Kay began serving as secretary on the Board of Directors here at Tacoma 
Little Theatre and is finding immense joy in engaging with the theatre community 
in this exciting new capacity. Some of Kayõs notable stage managing credits in-
clude, Dracula (Theatre Northwest), Eurydice (UWT), The Spitfire Grill, The Revolution-
ists (Lakewood Playhouse) and Spring Awakening, Lorca in a Green Dress, and Rent 
(TLT). 
 
Blake R. York (Technical Director/Scenic Designer/Visuals) 
Blake has been involved in theatre throughout the greater Puget Sound area for the 
past 20 years, taking on a wide range of roles. He has worked on well over 100 pro-
ductions in various capacities, from actor to stage manager, scenic designer to di-
rector, and everything in between. Previous directing credits include Bug (TLT), The 
Pillowman (Tacoma Little Theatre), The Wedding Singer (Broadway Olympia Produc-
tions), Terms of Endearment (TLT), and The Shawshank Redemption (TLT). Blake cur-
rently serves as TLTõs Technical Director, Resident Scenic Designer, and Graphic 
Designer for the theatreõs season posters. He was named Best Director for The 
Pillowman at the 2019 AACT Regional Festival and received the national award for 
Best Scenic Designer at the AACT National Competition for his design of Bell 
Book and Candle. In 2022, Blake was recognized as one of South Sound Businessõs 
ò40 Under 40.ó Blake would like to express a huge thank you to the entire cast and 
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production team for sharing their talents and putting in the hard work to bring 
this show to life. 
 
Chandler T. Thomas (Costume Designer/Properties Manager) 
Chandler is grateful to be returning to TLT in the role of Costume Designer and 
making his Props Manager Debut. Previous Costume Designer credits: Rudolph the 
Red Nosed Reindeer, TLT; Finding Nemo Jr., Auburn Community Players; James and 
the Giant Peach, Tacoma Musical Playhouse. He is passionate about utilizing his 
diverse background to help create art on stage. He sends love to his daughters 
Ayanna, Amayah, and Ariyana who inspire him to see the joy in creating! 
 
Dylan Twiner (Sound Designer) 
Dylan is glad to be a part of TLT.  He grew up listening to old timey radio plays 
and has loved collaborative story telling ever since. Previous TLT sound credits 
include Lorca in a Green Dress, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Laura, 
A Dollõs House, Macbeth, Blithe Spirit, Dracula, and The Pillowman.  He has also been 
seen onstage in several productions in the area over the past decade, including 
with the improvised theatre group Muh Grog Zoo. Thank you for coming to see 
this show and supporting live theatre.  
 
Elijah Bellis (Lighting Designer) 
Elijah is so excited to be back with TLT! Elijah is a skilled lighting designer, musi-
cal director, pianist, and teaching artist whose work spans the South Puget Sound. 
Previously at TLT they have lit The Time Machine and The Da Vinci Code. Other 
lighting credits include A Wrinkle in Time, The Giver, Honk! (Olympia Family Thea-
ter), A Bright Room Called Day (South Puget Sound Community College), The Nor-
mal Heart, The Laramie Project (Lakewood Playhouse), Love/Sick, The Book Club Play 
(Olympia Little Theatre). He extends gratitude to his friends and family for their 
support in his many theatrical endeavors. 
 
Jennifer York (Scenic Artist) 
Jen has been a part of the local theatre community for over 20 years, serving as 
Director, Scenic Artist, Actor, Stage Manager, Prop Master, and youth educator 
for many of the area's theatres. Directorial credits include The Play That Goes 
Wrong, Seussical, The Underpants, and A Christmas Story at TLT, Stepping Out at TMP, 
and Inspecting Carol, Itõs A Wonderful Life, and Narnia at the Lakewood Playhouse. 
She would like to offer love and thanks to her family and friends for their unwa-
vering support of all of her theatrical endeavors- both well planned and hare-
brained. -xoxo 
 
Layla Tobar-Thompson (Backstage Technician)  
Layla is very grateful for this opportunity with TLT. The Mountaintop is Laylaõs 8th 
show she has participated in this year and her third at TLT. She canõt wait for 
what other opportunities theatre holds.  
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Ty Holton (Dramaturgy) 
Ty is an artist and scholar based in Tacoma. He received a B.A. in Theatre Arts 
from CSU Bakersfield before earning an M.F.A. in Playwriting and Screenwriting 
from Antioch University Santa Barbara and M.A. in Theatre from Regent Univer-
sity. Other recent dramaturgy work includes Our Dear Dead Drug Lord (Stars Play-
house), Topdog/Underdog (University of Ghana), and Sweat (CSU Bakersfield). He 
has recently been seen on stage as Tommy Boatwright in The Normal Heart, Caleb 
in The Spitfire Grill, and Andy Paris/Others in The Laramie Project, all at Lakewood 
Playhouse.  
 
Monique Otter-Johnson (Interim Production Manager) 
Monique is happy to be serving as the Interim Production Manager for the bal-
ance of the 2025-2026 Season. Most recently she stage managed Matilda.  She has 
a BFA in Tech/Design Theatre from Pacific Lutheran University and since gradu-
ating, Monique has been seen on and off the stage as an actor, stage manager, and 
designer. Some favorite credits include: Spring Awakening (Anna), The Revolutionists 
(Charlotte), and She Kills Monsters (SM - UWT). She would like to thank her family 
for being her biggest cheerleaders in all her creative pursuits. Thank you for sup-
porting live theatre and enjoy the show! 
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RFC MSRQGBCP 

August 28-September 13, 2026  

Become a part of the fun as 
TLT enters into its 108th sea-
son with a selection of shows 
that will have you laughing! 
You save 20% off of regular 
prices! 
 
Season Ticket and FLEX Ticket 
packages are now available 
for Returning Subscribers and 
New Subscribers! 
 
Season/FLEX Benefits include: 
¶ FREE Parking in a nearby 

lot 
¶ FREE ticket exchanges with 

24 hours notice. 
¶ Early Access to Special 

Events 
¶ Subscriber Bonus at each 

production 
¶ FREE admission to our 
òOff the Shelfó Readings 

 
Season Ticket Prices: 
$176.80 Adults 
$165.60 Seniors (60+) 
$165.60 Military 
$165.60 Students (all levels) 
$132.00 Youth (12 & under) 
 
FLEX Ticket Prices: 
$160.00 for SIX admissions 
(can be used in any combina-
tion) 

Arsenic 
and Old Lace 

October 16-November 1, 2026 

Hallmarked 

December 4-27, 2026 

DOT  
February 5-21, 2027 

Urinetown 

March 26-April 18, 2027  

The Importance of  
Being Earnest  

May 21-June 6, 2027 

The Play That 
Goes Wrong  

July 9-July 25, 2027 

2026-2027 

OUR 108TH SEASON 
òLETõS GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO LAUGH ABOUTó 



The Mountaintop invites us into the most human version of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.ñnot the icon of history, but a man alone in a motel 
room wrestling with fear, faith, and the weight of what he knows is 
coming.  
 
In this space between the ordinary and the eternal, we see greatness 
not as perfection, but as vulnerability lived out loud. Camae serves as 
both witness and mirror, challenging what King believes about him-
self and what he is willing to reveal. Together, their exchange reveals 
that legacy is not built in monuments, but in honest, imperfect mo-
ments of truth.  
 
My hope is that this production reminds us that even the most ex-
traordinary lives are still deeply, undeniably human. 
 
Enjoy the show, 
Jalen C. Penn 

DIRECTORôS NOTE 

CONSIDER A GIFT TO TLTõS ANNUAL FUND 
Tacoma Little Theatre has been a part of our community for 108 years, bringing joy to genera-
tions through the Performing Arts and our Education programs.  TLTõs vision is òto enrich lives by 
providing opportunities for equitable inclusion and representation. Our goal is to ensure everyone 
ð regardless of identity, background or personal experienceðbelongs at TLT.ó Whether itõs an 
experienced actor, a bank teller, a retired plumber, or a student looking to build a career, they 

have a place at TLT to help strengthen our community. 

It is only through the continued support of our community members that the arts can thrive. Remem-
ber that any amount helps us, from $1 to $10,000.  You can even pledge your donation amount 
over a monthly or quarterly payment schedule. If you are interested in establishing a legacy gift 
of support through planned (estate) giving or stock transfers, please contact me directly. TLT is a 
recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and may be fully tax-deductible (please check with 

your tax  advisor).  

If you have already donated to us this season, thank you! If you are considering donating to us 
now, thank you! To donate scan the QR code, visit our website at www.tacomalittletheatre.com, 
call me personally at 253-272-2281, or stop by the Box Office. We always look forward to 

having the opportunity to speak with you.  

You are the reason that TLT continues to thrive. Thank you so much for your continued support and 

patronage. 

    Enjoy the show, 

 

    Chris Serface, Managing Artistic Director 



Interested in becoming involved with TLT? 
We are always looking for help on stage, and off. 

Audition information is on our website, 
or you can always sign up to volunteer for 

ushering, painting, set work, or office help. 

CAST LIST 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. ............... DuWayne Andrews, Jr. 

 

Camae ..................................................................... Ibri Brooks 

 
Act One: 51 minutes          Act Two: 45 minutes 

There will be a 15-minute intermission between acts 

 

TIME 

April 3, 1968 

 

PLACE 
Room 306 

The Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee 

 
The Mountaintop is presented by special arrangement with 

Broadway Licensing, LLC, servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection 
(www.dramatists.com) 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 
Maya Kagochi 

Village Theatre-Properties Department 
Lily Godwin 

Tacoma Musical Playhouse 
 



OUR FINAL MURDER MYSTERY OF THE SEASON! 



DuWayne Andrews, Jr. (Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.) 
DuWayne is electrified to be in his fifth TLT production, 
where he was last seen as the iconic Apollo Creed in Rocky: 
The Musical! Previous roles include Neil Armstrong (Moon 
Landing-The Museum of Flight), Pontius Pilate (Jesus Christ 
Superstar-Tacoma Little Theare) and Shepard/Choir Mem-
ber (Black Nativity 2025-Intiman Theatre.) He has also ap-
peared in a number of Seattle Opera productions as a 
member of the Seattle Opera Chorus, which include Porgy 
& Bess (2011 & 2018), La Traviata, The Elixir of Love, 
Rigoletto and Carmen! He served as the Youth Choir Director 
at Mount Zion Baptist Church in Seattle for 7 years. Du-
Wayne has combined his passion for dance and his passion 
for the Seahawks by doing game day dances, which can be 
found on his YouTube channel, DuWayne Andrews Jr. 
òThank you to my family, friends, and most of all, God, for  
supporting me and my dreams. Let us all do what we must 
to keep Kingõs dream alive!ó 
 
 
Ibri Brooks (Camae)  
Ibri is honored to make her debut at Tacoma Little Thea-
tre. She earned her BA in Theatre from Florida A&M Uni-
versity and recently relocated to Seattle to continue her ar-
tistic journey. With a passion for storytelling that began at a 
young age, Ibri is drawn to work that explores depth, truth, 
and human connection. With a background in dance, she 
brings a strong sense of physicality and expression to her 
performances. She is excited to grow and tell meaningful 
stories, and is deeply grateful for this opportunity and the 
support of those who continue to inspire her. 
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SUPPORT TLT ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
Connect using our Free WiFi 

SSID: TLT Guest   Password: 100YEARS 



A LYRICAL AND HAUNTING EXPLORATION OF  
MEMORY, LOVE, AND THE ECHOES OF HISTORY 



PROUD SPONSORS OF TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE 

5510 6th Avenue Suite D Tacoma, WA 98406 
253.201.0209 www.jonesautoclinic.com 

ONE NIGHT ONLY! 





Use code: tacomalittletheatre for 15% off  your order! 

Check out the bags in the concession stand! 

Great gifts for the theatre lover in your life 


