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Nick Fitzgearld (Director)  
Nick is a director, actor & teaching artist who has been working with various theatre 
companies in the South Sound for the past ten years.  Notable past directing credits in-
clude The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later (The Changing Scene Theatre NW), The Addams 
Family and Freaky Friday the Musical (Camp TLT), and Scrooge! The Musical (Auburn Com-
munity Players).  When not sitting in the director's chair, Nick can be found on stage in 
such productions as: Significant Other (TLT), A Chorus Line (TLT), Proof (Dukesbay Pro-
ductions), Twelfth Night and Bent (The Changing Scene Theatre NW), and Newsies (TMP).  
He would like to thank Melanie, Becca, Debra & the cast for all of their hard work.  As 
well as Chris & Tacoma Little Theatre for this wonderful opportunity.  Enjoy the show! 
 
Debra A. Leach (Musical Director) 
Debra received her Bachelorõs Degree with a double major in Music and Theatre from 
Western Washington University.  Since then, she has been very active as a performer on 
stage in various productions. She also has worked as a pianist and musical director 
throughout the region.  In the past she has worked at Tacoma Musical Playhouse, Seattle 
Fringe Festival, Lakewood Playhouse and Tacoma Little Theatre. As a pianist and accom-
panist, she has worked for schools, churches and private events. She also teaches private 
piano and voice lessons. Debra is thrilled to return to Tacoma Little Theatre as the Musi-
cal Director of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.  
 
Melanie Gladstone (Choreographer) 
Melanie has been working around the Puget Sound area on and off stage for the past 
decade. It's always a pleasure to work at TLT and this experience is no different! As a 
choreographer, director, and performer, you may have seen her work with TLT, TMP, 
Broadway Oly Produdctions, Lakewood Playhouse, Auburn Community Players, Seattle 
Musical Theatre, Dukesbay, Screaming Butterflies, and Tacoma Arts Live. Originally from 
NY, Melanie was fortunate to grow up in and around the theatre life as a performer and 
eager audience member. Much love to the whole production team and our joyful cast, 
whom you get to enjoy at the performance today. Thank you Jason for all your support 
and love. And thank YOU, audience, for supporting live, local theatre! Jingle, Jingle!! 
 
Becca Jourden (Stage Manager) 
Becca is a teaching artist in the Tacoma area. They often teach after school classes at TLT 
but are so excited to be making their main stage debut as Stage Manager. They have most 
recently been seen stage managing Miss Nelson is Missing at TMP, and as a directing intern 
for Taproot Theatreõs Black Coffee. They would like to thank Dylan, Chris, and Nick for 
this opportunity and their best friend Harry.  
 
Blake R. York (Technical Director/Scenic Designer/Visuals) 
Blake has been involved with theatre in the area for the past 17 years. Blake serves as 
TLTõs Technical Director, Set Designer, and Graphic Designer for the season posters. 
Favorite designs in the area include: Sleuth, Sylvia, Scrooge! The Musical, A Christmas Story, 
Rabbit Hole, Cabaret (TLT), Oliver!, A Funny Thingé., The Lion in Winter (Lakewood Play-
house), Tom Sawyer, Pippi Longstocking (TMP), and The Tempest (Olympia Little Theatre). 
Blake was named Best Director of the TLT production of The Pillowman at the 2019 
AACT Regional Festival and won Best Scenic Designer in the AACT National Competi-
tion.  He would like to thank his wife Jen, his parents, and friends for everything they 
have done and continue to do for him.  In 2022, Blake was recognized as one of the 40 
Under 40 by South Sound Business.  

STAFF BIOGRAPHIES 



Brier Moreno (Assistant Stage Manager) 
Brier is a theatre student at UPS and it is his fourth time working at TLT.  Heõs so glad 
to be back for a second time this season. 
 
Dylan Twiner (Production & Properties Manager/Sound Designer) 
Dylan is glad to be a part of TLT.  He grew up listening to old timey radio plays and has 
loved collaborative story telling ever since. His previous TLT sound credits include 
Laura, A Dollõs House, Macbeth, Blithe Spirit, Dracula, and The Pillowman.  He has also been 
seen onstage in several productions in the area over the past decade, including with the 
improvised theatre group Muh Grog Zoo. Thank you for coming to see this show and 
supporting live theatre. 
 
Chandler T. Thomas (Costume Designer) 
Chandler is a Greater Puget Sound Area based Actorsõ Equity performer, educator, and 
costume designer. Thomas started sewing at a very early age, picking up skills from his 
mother and aunt. He is grateful for their positive influence on him and sparking his in-
terest in design and fashion which grows more and more each day. Thomas has truly 
enjoyed helping bring these well-known characters to life and assisting each performer to 
light up the stage. 
 
Jacob Viramontes (Lighting Designer) 
Jacob is delighted to be making his TLT lighting design debut! Select lighting design 
credits include: Carmen (Tacoma Opera); Peter and the Starcatcher (Reboot Theatre Compa-
ny); Thrice (Pratidhwani); The Marriage of Figaro (PNW Opera); Tiny Beautiful Things (Burien 
Actors Theatre); Peter and the Starcatcher, The Addams Family (Curtis High School); Hair 
(Renton Civic Theatre); Ragtime (Lakewood Playhouse); The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee (Twelfth Night Productions); The Merry Widow (Vashon Opera). òThanks so 
much to Chris and Dylan for giving me the chance to shine my light at TLT, and thanks 
to Nick and Becca for crafting and executing such a beautiful and joyous show.ó  
Instagram: @jacobviramontestheatre 
 
Jen York (Scenic Artist) 
Jen has been a part of the local theatre community for over 15 years, serving as director, 
scenic artist, actor, stage manager, prop master, and youth educator for many of the ar-
ea's theatres.  Her most recent directorial credits include: The Play That Goes Wrong, Seussi-
cal, The Underpants, and A Christmas Story at Tacoma Little Theatre and Inspecting Carol, Itõs 
A Wonderful Life, and Narnia at the Lakewood Playhouse.  She would like to offer love 
and thanks to her family and friends for their unwavering support of all of her theatrical 
endeavors- both well planned and hare-brained. -xoxo  
 
Allison Sheflo (Sound Board Operator) 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer is Allisonõs first show at Tacoma Little Theatre. She started 
as the technical director at Curtis Senior High School this past fall. She graduated from 
Pacific Lutheran University in August 2023, having worked as a technical assistant in the 
scene shop there for four years, working on many mainstage shows, including Amélie 
(2023), and The Matchmaker (2022). She was scenic designer and technical director for 
several student-led productions, including She Kills Monsters (2022) and The Laramie Project 
(2021). She'd like to thank her friends and family for their support and wish everyone a 
happy holidays! 
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Special Thanks 
Dr. Brittany D. Henderson 

Dukesbay ProductionsñRandy Clark 

New Muses Theatre CompanyñNiclas R. Olson 

Cheryl & Pete Burgess 

Lakewood Playhouse 

Jade DeLoye 

Tacoma Musical PlayhouseñJulles M 

Titusville PlayhouseñSteven Heron & Jordyn Linkous 

Nora McCarthy 

Stephanie Kroschel 

Use code: tacomalittletheatre for 15% off  your order! 

Check out the bags in the concession stand! 

Great gifts for the theatre lover in your life 





DONõT MISS A SINGLE SHOW THIS SEASON 



Dear Friend of Tacoma Little Theatre: 
 
Audiences tell us that the quality of theatre presented at TLT gets better and better each year. However, we 
couldnõt possibly do this without YOU. Your support over the past three years has been tremendous and 
we are forever grateful. The arts continue to be one of the hardest hit industries as we recover from 
COVID. Your generous support will continue to make sure that TLT will navigate the recovery process 
and continue to provide our community with the level of quality you have come to expect and enjoy.  
 
TLTõs newly adopted vision is òto enrich lives by providing opportunities for equitable inclusion and repre-
sentation. Our goal is to ensure everyone ð regardless of identity, background or personal experienceð
belongs at TLT.ó Whether itõs an experienced actor, a bank teller, a retired plumber, or a student looking to 
build a career, they have a place at TLT to help strengthen our community. During last seasonõs partner 
project with UWT, we had the opportunity to work with an actor new to us, Keri. Hereõs her TLT experi-
ence: 
 

l fell in love with the world of musical theatre at a young age, but I never saw representation of people who looked like 
me on stage. When I considered theatre in middle school, I was told that I òliterally did not fit in the storyó as a big 
brown girl. Because of this, I spent a whole decade thinking that I wasnõt worthy to sing and act in a stage production. 
This all changed when I participated in TLTõs Rock of Ages. I was an ensemble member in a cast of 26 actors and I 
had no previous theatre performance experience, yet I still felt as loved, valued, and visible as any other cast and crew 
member. Hands down the most joyful experience of my life.  
 
My life has changed drastically from my experience with TLT for multiple reasons. Rock of Ages shifted my life trajec-
tory in the best way possible. I truly feel like I found my forever community here. These are lessons, friendships, and 
mentors that I will hold onto forever. I learned what it means to have courage and to fully let go of societal expectations 
of what a stage performer looks like. I learned that I am more than worthy and capable of being onstage after spending 
my whole life being told I was not.  

 
We shared Keriõs story so that you, as an audience member, may come to understand the complicated 
journey many on stage go through to bring life to the stories you enjoy with each production.  
 
Your contributions change lives ð supporting the development of future careers like Keriõs, and in students 
participating in our education programs. TLT provides our community with educational programs serving 
youth and adults year-round, helping them reach their creative potential. Your generous donations helped 
40 students discover the joy of the arts, who otherwise may never have had the opportunity.   
 
It is only through the continued support of our community members that the arts can thrive. We offer a 
range of donation options that are listed at the bottom of this letter. You can even pledge your donation 
amount over a monthly or quarterly payment schedule. If you are interested in establishing a legacy gift of 
support through planned (estate) giving or stock transfers, please contact me directly. Remember that any 
amount helps us, from $1 to $10,000. TLT is a recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and may be 
fully tax-deductible (please check with your tax advisor). 
 
If you have already donated to TLT this season, thank you! If you are considering donating to us now, 
thank you! To donate, please see any staff member in the office, or visit us at our website, 
www.tacomalittletheatre.com, to donate online. To donate over the phone, you may call me personally at 
253-272-2281. We always look forward to having the opportunity to speak with you. You are the reason 
that TLT continues to thrive. Thank you so much for your continued support and patronage.  
 
All my best, 
Chris Serface 
Managing Artistic Director 
 
 
P.S. An update from Keri: òI now work for the Broadway Body Posi-
tivity Project- an organization that advocates to make theatre equitable 
for actors of marginalized body types! They work with BFA/BA pro-
grams & theatre companies all over the country.ó 

SCAN HERE TO DONATE 


