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A Dramatic 
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From the Mississippi Delta 
premiered off-Broadway 

at the Circle in the Square Theatre 
in Manhattan November 1991 to May 1992 

 
From the Mississippi Delta 

is produced by special arrangement with 
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING 
COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois 



PLEASE WELCOME NICK FITZGERALD 
TLTõS NEW EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

Nick brings over a decade of experience in the world 
of performing arts and education. With a passion for 
storytelling and nurturing creative expression, Nick has 
been a teaching artist with many established theaters in 
the South Sound while also maintaining his position as a 
substitute teacher in the Auburn School District. He has 
seamlessly transitioned between various roles within 
community theatres since graduating with a bachelors 
degree in Theatre Arts from Washington State Universi-
ty.   
 
As an actor, he has been seen on the stage in such per-
formances as Significant Other (TLT), Bent (Changing 

Scene), Proof (Dukesbay), A Chorus Line (TLT), and Newsies (TMP). As a director, he 
has guided such shows as Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, The Addams Family: Young 
at Part and Freaky Friday the Musical for TLT, The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later 
with The Changing Scene, Scrooge the Musical for Auburn Community Players along 
with countless educational camp shows. Nick is truly honored and humbled to be giv-
en this opportunity to join the great staff of Tacoma Little Theatre. He is most excited 
to continue growing the education of theatre for young people in Tacoma and the 
surrounding areas.   
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Properties Designer/Wigs ............................ Jeffery Swiney-Weaver 

Lighting Designer ............................................ Alonna Julianne Hall 

Sound Designer ............................................................. Dylan Twiner 

Scenic Artist .......................................................................... Jen York 

Assistant Stage Manager ........................... Nora Kremer McCarthy 

Sound Board Operator ................................................ Asante Hayes 

Lead Carpenter .............................................................Frank Roberts 
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Michelle Blackmon (Director) 
Michelle directed The Wiz at TLT back in ancient times. She was last seen on 
TLT's stage as Gloria B. in Po Boy Tango, and recently played Wiletta Mayer in 
Trouble in Mind for Burien Actor's Theatre. Directing credits include Little Miss 
Dreamer, Purlie Victorious, and The Wiz, for Langston Hughes Cultural Arts Center, 
Having Our Say for Artists Repertory Theatre, Bo for Bushfire Theatre, The Colored 
Museum and A Soldierõs Play for Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center, and Ain't 
Misbehavin' and Hair for Evergreen Theatre Company. She has also worked as an 
Artist-In-Residence for Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Seattle and King County 
Arts Commissions, taught acting classes at Seattle Central Community College, 
and performed in the Soviet Union as part of a cultural arts exchange. 
 
Becca Jourden (Stage Manager) 
Becca is thrilled to once again be working Tacoma Little Theatreõs main stage! 
They have most recently been seen Stage Managing Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, 
and the many educational shows they teach here! They would like to thank Con-
nor and Nora for all of their support. 
 
Blake R. York (Technical Director/Scenic Designer/Visuals) 
Blake has been involved with theatre in the area for the past 17 years. Blake 
serves as TLTõs Technical Director, Set Designer, and Graphic Designer for the 
season posters. Favorite designs in the area include: Sleuth, Sylvia, Scrooge! The Musi-
cal, A Christmas Story, Rabbit Hole, Cabaret (TLT), Oliver!, A Funny Thingé., The 
Lion in Winter (Lakewood Playhouse), Tom Sawyer, Pippi Longstocking (TMP), and 
The Tempest (Olympia Little Theatre). Blake was named Best Director of the TLT 
production of The Pillowman at the 2019 AACT Regional Festival and won Best 
Scenic Designer in the AACT National Competition.  He would like to thank his 
wife Jen, his parents, and friends for everything they have done and continue to 
do for him.  In 2022, Blake was recognized as one of the 40 Under 40 by South 
Sound Business. 
 
Lily Oellerich (Production Manager) 
Lily is excited to be joining TLT as its new Production Manager.  A Stage Manag-
er and Stagehand from Tacoma, they have been enjoying theatrical work in the 
area for the past 10 years. They hold a BFA in Theatre Design and Tech from 
Pacific Lutheran University. Their past credits include A Dollõs House, Part 2 (SM), 
The Last Days of Judas Iscariot (ASM) and The Thanksgiving Play (Production Manag-
er).  
 
Wanda Walden (Costume Designer) 
Wanda is an award winning Costume Designer with an extensive amount of  
credits.  Wanda costumed her first show with Artist Repertory Theater in 1989 
and has continued to costume plays for over three decades. Wanda is originally 

STAFF BIOGRAPHIES  



from Portland, Oregon and has lived for the past 24 years in Oakland, CA. From 
the Mississippi Delta is her first production with Tacoma Little Theatre. Wanda is 
the Resident Costumer for PassinArt Theatre Company where she has designed 
Yohen, Blues for an Alabama Sky, Seven Guitars, Two Trains Running,  A Song for Coret-
ta,  and the Annual Black Nativity.  Other theatre credits include: Portland Play-
house (Passing Strange, Matilda, Afrolitical, Chicken & Biscuits, Barbecue, Bella, Pipeline, 
Crowns, and How I Learned What I Learned); Portland Opera (Beatrice, Central Park 
Five); Portland Center Stage It's A Wonderful Life, The Ripple & The Wave, Gem of 
the Ocean, and African Mean Girls.) Most recent designs: The Children, Skeleton Crew, 
Indecent, The Octoroon, and We Are Proud to Present. 
 
Jeffery Swiney-Weaver (Properties Designer/Wigs) 
Jeffery is pleased to back at Tacoma Little Theatre working on props and wigs. 
Jeffery was the resident Props/Wig manager here for 10 years before COVID 
hit. After life resumed, Jeffery decided to step away and focus on his primary 
employment and more on stage time. In his own words; I would like to thank my 
wonderful husband Bruce for the love and support while working on shows, a special thanks to 
Chris Serface for not only being a great person to work under but for being a good friend, and I 
would also like to mention my youngest daughter Claire who also has found the love and joy of 
being in the world of theatre, hope we can do a show together someday. 
 
Alonna Julianne Hall (Lighting Designer) 
This is Alonna's first time designing at Tacoma Little Theatre. She is a current 
student at Pacific Lutheran University studying Theatre with a double concentra-
tion in Musical Theatre and Design/Technical Theatre. Recent lighting design 
credits include: An Evening With Anthony Roth Costanzo at The Glimmerglass Fes-
tival, The Niceties, Six: Teen Edition, and Incorruptible at the Lakewood Playhouse. 
Recent performance credits include Jasper In Deadland as Osiris and ensemble, 
Donõt Typecast Me! A Musical Revue as Jack Kelly, and When You Wish, A Disney 
Revue as Megura at PLU. She was previously an assistant stage manager and su-
pertitles operator for PLUõs production of L'elisir d'amore (The Elixir of Love) 
and will be stage managing PLUõs production of H.M.S. Pinafore. 
 
Dylan Twiner (Sound Designer) 
Dylan is glad to be a part of TLT.  He grew up listening to old timey radio plays 
and has loved collaborative story telling ever since. His previous TLT sound 
credits include Laura, A Dollõs House, Macbeth, Blithe Spirit, Dracula, and The Pillow-
man.  He has also been seen onstage in several productions in the area over the 
past decade, including with the improvised theatre group Muh Grog Zoo. Thank 
you for coming to see this show and supporting live theatre. 
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Jen York (Scenic Artist) 
Jen has been a part of the local theatre community for over 15 years, serving as 
director, scenic artist, actor, stage manager, prop master, and youth educator for 
many of the area's theatres.  Her most recent directorial credits include: The Play 
That Goes Wrong, Seussical, The Underpants, and A Christmas Story at Tacoma Little 
Theatre and Inspecting Carol, Itõs A Wonderful Life, and Narnia at the Lakewood 
Playhouse.  She would like to offer love and thanks to her family and friends for 
their unwavering support of all of her theatrical endeavors- both well planned 
and hare-brained. -xoxo   
 
Nora Kremer McCarthy (Assistant Stage Manager) 
Nora is returning to TLTõs backstage after working as an ASM for Almost, Maine 
this season. When not working as a technician, she works as a theatre educator 
with TLTõs education department and Annie Wright Schools. Thank you to Bec-
ca for bringing her in, and Gibby the cat for moral support. 
 
Asante Hayes (Sound Board Operator) 
Asante is excited to be back at TLT. He has worked with TLT before on several 
occasions, most recently on stage in Rock of Ages and as the Sound Board Opera-
tor for Almost, Maine.   
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SWEENEY10 

DIRECTORõS NOTE 
Welcome to a history lesson the way it ought to be ñ from those 
who were there. 
 
Dr. Hollandõs story is a marvelous unraveling of the intricately woven 
fabric of oneõs life intertwined with the macro-cosmic scheme of 
things that occur on Godõs great globe. We are introduced to strong 
Black women struggling to create a sense of self worth in the midst of 
poverty and degradation, and ultimately rejoice with them as they un-
assailably rise above it to become role models for the next generation. 
 
You will be captivated by the riveting details of their lives and whole-
heartedly amused by the charming and spirited anecdotes. We all have 
stories to tell. History is no more than the stories of our lives written 
down. So learn them. Share them. It will open up a world of wonder 
and amazement and allow you to realize that we have more similari-
ties than differences, and hopefully, it will become the bridge that 
helps to bring us all closer together.  
                                                                                  
                                                                                  Enjoy! 
                                                                                  Michelle 
 
  

A MESSAGE FROM THE AUTHORõS FAMILY 
 

From the Mississippi Delta is a true story of life, love, laughter, and pain. 
Dr. Endesha Holland was a professor at the prestigious University of 
Southern California, in Los Angeles, California, a civil rights activist, 
author, and advocate of education. She inspired herself and many 
people, to rise above lifeõs adversities and challenges. Thank you for 
attending and keeping this play in production. This is the day to cele-
brate resilience. We sincerely appreciate and have gratitude for your 
attendance!  
 

Enjoy the show!  
Kay Johnson 
Granddaughter and estate heir of Dr. Holland 



CAST BIOGRAPHIES  
Sonia Alexis-Woman 3 (Red) 
This is Sonia's first show at Tacoma Little Theatre. At Cen-
terStage Theatre she has appeared in Spider's Web (Lady De-
lahaye), Tartuffe (Elmire), Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, A 1940õs 
Radio Christmas Carol (Judith) and Let There Be Love (Dee 
Dee). She was also in Cinderella at St. Luke's Theatre Co. 
Prior to this, she performed with the Mount Baker Theatre 
Rep, Shakespeare Northwest and the Bellingham Theatre 
Guild. She thanks her husband Robert and sister Alisa for 
their constant support and encouragement. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Whitney Crawford-Woman 2 (Yellow) 
Whitney is excited to make her stage debut in the Tacoma 
area at  Tacoma Little Theatre. She first started performing 
at seven and has been doing it ever since. She has been in 
numerous shows such as Guys and Dolls, A Midsummer 
Nightõs Dream, and Spamalot. She would like to thank 
Michelle and the amazing cast of From the Mississippi Delta 
for allowing her to be on this journey with them, and her 
wonderful family for supporting her passions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Canae Machelle Gray-Woman 1 (Blue) 
This is Canae's second show at Tacoma Little Theatre. Af-
ter getting her start in drama competitions for the historic 
Little Rock Central High School, Canae was awarded the 
Denzel Washington Scholarship and studied Theatre at 
Dillard University in New Orleans. Her favorite roles in-
clude Esther Mills in Intimate Apparel, Lady in Brown in For 
Colored Girls, and Countess Andrenyi in TLT's recent pro-
duction of Murder on the Orient Express. She would like to 
thank her husband, family, and sorority Delta Sigma Theta 
for their support. 



Sonia Alexis-Woman 3 (Red) 
 

Whitney Crawford-Woman 2 (Yellow) 
 

Canae Machelle Gray-Woman 1 (Blue) 
 
 

SCENE BREAKDOWN  
 

ACT ONE (44 minutes) 
Scene 1: Memories 
Scene 2: Aint Baby 

Scene 3: Calm, Balmy Days 
Scene 4: Second Doctor Lady 

Scene 5: The Water Meter 
 

15-minute Intermission 
 

ACT TWO (52 minutes) 
Scene 6: The Delta Queen 

Scene 7: The Whole Townõs Talking 
Scene 8: The Funeral 

Scene 9: From the Mississippi Delta 
Scene 10: A Permit to Parade 

Scene 11: Letter to Alice Walker-A Request From the Mississippi Delta 
 

Place 
Scenes 1-8 take place in the South 

Scenes 9-11 take place in the Midwest 
 

Time 
The time spans the period from the early 1940s to the mid-1980s 
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SPECIAL THANKS  
 

Cheryl & Pete Burgess 

Frank Roberts 

Dennis Kurtz 

Kay Johnson 

Laurice Roberts 

 

 



Please remember to silence your 

cell phone and mobile devices. 

No texting during the performance.    
ñThank you 

A SUMMER PRODUCTION JUST FOR TEENS! 

SUPPORT TLT ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
Connect using our Free WiFi 

SSID: TLT Guest   Password: 100YEARS 
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Jeanette Sanchez-Izenman 
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Maria Valenzuela 

 
 

Secretary 
Maria-Tania Bandes B. 

Weingarden 
 
 

Treasurer 
Brenda Ballinger 

 

Members At Large 

Russell Campbell 

Aya Clark 

Eric Clausell 

Martin Goldsmith 

Pamela Roza Hayes 

Jenny Hubbard 

Blake Kremer 

Jalen Penn 

Chandler T. Thomas 

Ashley Young 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Use code: tacomalittletheatre for 15% off  your order! 

Check out the bags in the concession stand! 

Great gifts for the theatre lover in your life 
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TACOMA LITTLE THEATREõS ANNUAL FUND 
Tacoma Little Theatre is a 501(c)(3) organization and survives through the continued support of our 
community.  If you would like to donate, please fill out a form in our lobby or speak with any of our 
staff.  This list is current as of April 26, 2024.  If you have contributed in the past 18 months and do 

not see your name, or find an error with your donation, please contact us. 
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Gerry Weston 
Sarah White 
Teagan Williamson 
Kai Wolff 
Nicole Wright 
 
CORPORATE & FOUNDATION SUPPORT  
The Aloha Club 
Artsfund 
Boeing Gift Matching Program 
Dimmer Family Foundation 
Fred Meyer Community Rewards 
The Gottfried and Mary Fuchs Foundation 
The Florence B. Kilworth Foundation 
The Markel Corporation 
Edward P. & Juanita J. Miller 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Tacoma Creates 
The Rotary Club of Tacoma #8 
The Seattle Foundation-The Morgan Fund 
Thrivent Choice 
Washington State Arts Commission  

Interested in becoming involved with TLT? 
We are always looking for help on stage, and off. 

Audition information is on our website, 
or you can always sign up to volunteer for 

ushering, painting, set work, or office help. 



A HILARIOUS WAY TO START 

THE 106TH SEASON AT TLT! 


