
December 14—December 28, 2019 

Saturdays at 11:00am & 2:00pm 

Wednesday, December 18 at 7:00pm 

Sunday, December 22 at 6:00pm 

Sponsorship provided by: 

Funded in part by 



GIVE THE GIFT OF TLT THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 

Artwork featuring Tacoma Little Theatre by Anne deMille Flood 

• Greeting Card—$5.00 

(5x7” frameable greeting card.  Blank inside) 

• Fine Art Tile—$10.00 

(4.25” square tile with cork backing. Suitable for use as coasters) 

• 11”x14” Frameable Print—$25.00 

(Available in a black or white mat. Standard frame size) 

TLT Calendar Girls Calendar 

Give the gift of our opening show with this 
unique calendar.  Proceeds to to benefit 

Leukemia/Lymphoma research! 
$15.00 

FLEX Passes or Gift Certificates 

Gift Certificates in any dollar amount 
FLEX Passes for SIX admissions  $135.00 

TLT Sippy Cups 

Bring the cup with you to 
each show and get $1.00 

off your drink order 
$3.00 



TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE STAFF 
Managing Artistic Director .......................................... Chris Serface 

Office Manager .................................................... Karen Christensen 

Technical Director ........................................................ Blake R. York 

Lead Carpenter ............................................................ Frank Roberts 

Education/Production Manager .................................. Nena Curley 

Development Director ............................................... Diana George 

House Managers ............................ Ron Bauer, Alisyn Christensen, 
Russ Coffey, Bill Loughridge, Brynn Walker & Steven Walker 

Box Office Interns ............................. Emma Deloye, Austin Harris 
Gunnar Johnson, Courtney Rainer & Sarah Dohring 

210 N I Street 

Tacoma, WA  98403 

253-272-2281 

www.tacomalittletheatre.com 

TLT is a proud member of: 

 

 

 

Presented by special arrangement with 
SAMUEL FRENCH, INC., A CONCORD THEATRICALS COMPANY 

Originally Commissioned by Adventure Theatre, Glen Echo, MD 

 



 

WINTER CLASSES ARE NOW ENROLLING 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE FOR CLASSES 

GIVE THE GIFT OF THEATRE 



ADOPT AN AMOS FOR CHRISTMAS 

Take home your very own Amos to spend the holiday 
season with.  We guarantee that he will be very well 

behaved and won’t cause any problems! 

Ken Ludwig, who is such a gifted playwright, has written several 
award winning plays for adult audiences. ‘Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas is his only family play.  
 
He has stepped-up the usual Christmas message regarding commer-
cialism vs. the real meaning of Christmas with a crazy romp through 
reality and fantasy where the stakes are high and the real meaning of 
the season is discovered. His characters are colorful and his message 
plays to both young and old.  
 
We have had fun putting together this production and I hope you 
will enjoy our version of Ken Ludwig’s, ‘Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas.  
 
Warm Holiday Wishes,  

Mary Ellen 

$5.00 
Proceeds go to 

support 
TLT Educational Programs 



Director ................................................. Mary Ellen Gilmour 

Stage Manager ............................................. Courtney Rainer 

Assistant Stage Manager ................................... Izzy Castillo 

Technical Director .......................................... Blake R. York 

Resident Set Designer .................................... Blake R. York 

Resident Costume Designer ....................... Michele Graves 

Properties ............................................................ Nena Curley 

Lighting Designer .............................................. Nena Curley 

Resident Scenic Artist .............................................. Jen York 

Resident Sound Designer ............................... Dylan Twiner 

Fight Choreographer ....................................... Dylan Twiner 

Master Carpenter ............................................ Blake R. York 

Lead Carpenter ................................................Frank Roberts 

Photography ................................... Dennis K Photography 

Graphic Design ............................................... Blake R. York 

Build & Paint Crew ......... Gunnar Johnson, Austin Harris 

Robin Mae Becar, Dana Galagan 

Anne Marie Rutt, Ana Bury-Quinn 



Uncle Brierly/Sir Guy of  Gisbourne ........... Todd van der Ark 

Amos/Amos of  Kansas ........................................... Jack Burns 

Emily ...................................................................... Evie Merrill 

Britannia Sneed/Calliope ................................. Alexandria Bray 

Wendell Sneed/Mulch/Santa Claus ......................... Jay Lurvey 

 
Setting 

Scene 1: The home of  Uncle Brierly 

Scene 2: In the air 
Scene 3: Santa’s Workshop 

 
Time 

The Present 
 

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas runs 50 minutes 
It is performed without an intermission 

SUPPORT TLT ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
Connect using our Free WiFi 

SSID: TLT Guest   Password: 100YEARS 



Alexandria Bray (Britannia Sneed/Calliope) 
Alex is 14 years old and will be an eighth grader at St. Charles Borro-
meo. She is very thankful for this experience. She was recently seen as 
Mary Poppins in Mary Poppins, Jr. and Young Sophie in Sophie at Taco-
ma Little Theatre. Alex would like to thank her family and close friends 
for supporting her and helping to make the show awesome!    

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Jack Burns (Amos/Amos of Kansas) 
Jack is excited to be making his TLT debut in this wonderful holiday 
show! He is a fifth grader at Lowell Elementary and enjoys playing pi-
ano and trumpet and singing in the school choir. Favorite previous 
roles include: Charlie Brown Christmas (Linus) for CampTMP’s Honor 
Camp, Honk Jr. (Ugly), and Junie B. Jones (Herb) all at CampTMP. He 
would like to thank his director Mary Ellen, cast and crew, Mom, Dad, 
and sister Olivia for their support in his pursuit of the theatre arts. En-
joy the show!  

 
 

 

Jonathan “Jay” Lurvey (Wendell Sneed/Mulch/Santa Claus) 
In keeping with TLT’s “Year of Firsts”, this is Jay’s first production 
since his role as Mayor Dogmeat in Rogers High School’s 1992 produc-
tion of Li’l Abner. After serving 18½ years in the Air Force and raising 
a family, he is finally in a position to pursue his aspiration of perform-
ing on stage, with some encouragement from his wife of 26 years, of 
course. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Evie Merrill (Emily) 
This is Evie's 4th main stage performance here at Tacoma Little Thea-
ter. She was six years old when she played the “Little Dutch Girl" in  
Miracle on 34th St. She played the Lorax and Young Kangaroo in Seussi-
cal The Musical! and was Tiny Tim in Scrooge! The Musical last season. Evie 
enjoys everything about Tacoma Little Theater and feels it is a warm 
and welcoming place for kids of all ages.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Todd van der Ark (Uncle Brierly/Sir Guy of Gisbourne) 
Todd is an actor and writer with a degree in Media and Theatre Arts 
from Montana State University. New to Tacoma, this is his first pro-
duction with Tacoma Little Theatre. Previous roles include: Lady 
Felmet in Stephen Briggs’s adaptation of Terry Pratchett’s Wyrd Sisters, 
Eddie in Sam Shepard’s Fool for Love, Buck in Christopher Durang’s 
Betty’s Summer Vacation, and Shere Khan in The Jungle Book. 



Mary Ellen Gilmour (Director) 
Mary Ellen is excited to be directing at Tacoma Little Theatre, where she performed 
in her first play when she was 19.  This passion for theatre led to a BFA and MA 
in Acting and Directing, and over 35 years of acting as an Equity Actor, then as a 
theatre educator in both public schools and community colleges.  She  has come 
full circle working at Tacoma Little Theatre with a gifted staff and cast, directing 
a heart-warming Christmas production.   
 
Courtney Rainer (Stage Manager) 
Courtney is excited to be back again at TLT. She is currently pursuing a BFA in 
acting/directing from PLU. Most recently she stage managed Laura and assistant 
stage managed Scrooge! The Musical at TLT.  Other stage managing credits include: 
Broadway Today, Night of Musical Theatre 2017, and Moon Over Buffalo, all at PLU. She 
would like to thank the entire cast and crew for their hard work and dedication, 
Nena for the constant guidance and support, and her family for their love. 
 
Blake R. York (Technical Director/Master Carpenter/Scenic Designer) 
Blake has been involved with theatre in the area for the past 14 years. Blake 
serves as TLT’s Technical Director, Set Designer, and Graphic Designer for the 
season posters. Favorite designs in the area include: Sleuth, Sylvia, Scrooge! The Musi-
cal, A Christmas Story, Rabbit Hole, Cabaret (TLT), Oliver!, A Funny Thing…., The 
Lion in Winter (Lakewood Playhouse), Tom Sawyer, Pippi Longstocking (TMP), and 
The Tempest (Olympia Little Theatre). Blake was named Best Director of the TLT 
production of The Pillowman at the AACT Regional Festival and won Best Scenic 
Designer in the AACT National Competition in June.  He would like to thank his 
wife Jen, his parents, and friends for everything they have done and continue to 
do for him. 
 
Nena Curley (Production Manager/Education Director/Lighting/Props) 
Nena is regularly seen as a stage manager here at Tacoma Little Theatre. Past 
shows include: Scrooge, Bell, Book and Candle, Macbeth, and Dracula at Tacoma Little 
Theatre. When she’s not stage manager she is the Education Manager here at Ta-
coma Little Theatre.  Thank you Max, Blake and Frank for keeping the backstage 
flowing smooth Thank you to my parents and Dylan for their love and support. 
 
Frank Roberts (Lead Carpenter) 
Frank is excited to continue at TLT as their Lead Carpenter. His work with TLT 
started as a volunteer during the run of Gypsy and he enjoys the dynamic work 
and communal experience that this fine theatre provides. Thanks to his friends, 
family, Jill, and all who support local theatre. 
 
 
 



Michele Graves (Resident Costume Designer) 
As Resident Costume Designer for Tacoma Little Theatre, Michele has the 
pleasure of designing for a variety of shows be they musicals, comedies, dramas 
or tragedies.  Each genre has afforded her an opportunity to work with talented 
cast members and production staff.  The goal of TLT is to always offer audienc-
es a show of the highest quality.  Michele hopes to enhance your theater experi-
ence by “dressing” the cast in just the right costumes.  
 
Dylan Twiner (Resident Sound Designer) 
Dylan is glad to be returning as a designer for TLT.  He grew up listening to old 
timey radio plays and has loved collaborative story telling ever since. His previ-
ous TLT sound credits include Laura, A Doll’s House, Macbeth, Blithe Spirit, Dracu-
la, and The Pillowman.  He has also been seen onstage in several productions in 
the area over the past decade, including with the improvised theatre group Muh 
Grog Zoo. Thank you for coming to see this show and supporting live theatre. 
 
Ken Ludwig (Author) 
Ken Ludwig has had six shows on Broadway and seven in London’s West End, 
and his plays and musicals have been performed in more than 30 countries in 
over 20 languages. Lend Me a Tenor, which the Washington Post called “one of the 
classic comedies of the 20th century,” won two Tony Awards and was nominat-
ed for seven. He has also won two Laurence Olivier Awards, the Charles MacAr-
thur Award, two Helen Hayes Awards, and the Edgar Award for Best Mystery of 
the Year. His plays have been commissioned by the Royal Shakespeare Compa-
ny, the Old Globe, and the Bristol Old Vic. His 24 plays and musicals in-
clude Moon Over Buffalo (with Carol Burnett), Twentieth Century (with Alec Bald-
win), The Game’s Afoot, Leading Ladies, The Fox on the Fairway, Baskerville, and A 
Comedy of Tenors. His adaptation of Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient Ex-
press premiered in 2017 at the McCarter Theatre and Sherwood: The Adventures of 
Robin Hood opened the same year at the Old Globe Theatre in San Diego. His 
book How To Teach Your Children Shakespeare (Random House) won the Falstaff 
Award for Best Shakespeare Book of 2014. He holds degrees from Harvard, 
where he studied with Leonard Bernstein, Haverford College and Cambridge 
University. For more information please visit www.kenludwig.com  

Please remember to silence your 

cell phone and mobile devices. 

No texting during the performance.    
—Thank you 



SINGLE AND SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW! 




