
June 5-June 21, 2026 

Evening Shows 7:30pm 

Matinee Shows 2:00pm 
Pay What You Can Thursday, June 18th at 7:30pm 

ASL Performance Sunday, June 21st at 2:00pm 
Sponsorship provided by: 



Tacoma Little Theatre recognizes that they teach and perform on Indigenous land: 
the traditional homelands of the Puyallup people. 

ʔuk’ʷədiitəb ʔuhigʷətəb čəɫ txʷəl tiiɫ ʔa čəɫ ʔal tə swatxʷixʷtxʷəd ʔə tiiɫ puyaləpabš 
dxʷəsɫaɫlils gʷəl ʔutxʷəlšucidəbs həlgʷəʔ.  

“We gratefully acknowledge that we rest on the traditional lands 
of the Puyallup People where they make their home 

and speak the Lushootseed language.”  



210 N I Street 

Tacoma, WA  98403 

253-272-2281 

www.tacomalittletheatre.com 

TLT is a proud member of: 

TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE STAFF 
Managing Artistic Director .............................................................. Chris Serface 

Technical Director ........................................................................... Blake R. York 

Lead Carpenter ................................................................................ Frank Roberts 

Education Director ....................................................................... Nick Fitzgerald 

Development Director ....................................................................Diana George 

Shop Technician ....................................................................... Thomas Robinson 

Box Office Lead ............................................................................ Emma DeLoye 

Support Staff ............................................. Erinne Kellogg, Teagan McMonagle 
Kaylie Holcomb 

House Managers ...................... Russ Coffey, Cara Hazzard, Nathaniel Walker 
Lani Boykin, Mara Aveline, Ron Bauer 

Maile Allen, Jonathan Baunach 

SOTTO VOCE was a commission from 
Theatre For The New City, Crystal Field Artistic Director, 

with a grant from The New York State Council on The Arts.  
It premiered at Theatre For The New City in New York. 
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ARTISTIC STAFF 

Please remember to silence your 

cell phone and mobile devices. 

No texting during the performance.    
—Thank you 

Director .................................................................... María Valenzuela 

Stage Manager .......................................................... Kaylie Holcomb 

Technical Director/Scenic Designer/Visuals .......... Blake R. York 

Costume Designer .................................................... Michele Graves 

Sound Designer ......................................................... Chandler Garry 

Lighting Designer ........................................................... Alonna Hall 

Properties Designer .............................................. Madeleine Arnold 

Scenic Artist .................................................................. Jennifer York 

Assistant Stage Managers ................ Lizzie Burns & Kasey Cramer 

Master Electrician ............................................................ Elijah Bellis 

Lead Carpenter ............................................................ Frank Roberts 

Shop Technician ................................................... Thomas Robinson 

Photography ................................................. Dennis K Photography 

UPS Intern ................................................................ Maya Dertinger 

Next Move Interns ............................ Nova Dutoit, Savannah Toler 



María Valenzuela (Director) 
A native of Tacoma, María has been involved in the performing arts as a performer, 
director, educator, and administrator for 40 years. A regionally-recognized talent as 
both actor and director, her directorial work has included: Little Shop of Horrors, The 
Story of My Life, Once Upon A Mattress, Miracle on 34th Street, It’s A Wonderful Life, Beauty 
& the Beast, Godspell, Honk!, Fiddler on the Roof and more. She has appeared on theater, 
concert and opera stages throughout the U.S. and abroad with some of her favorite 
credits being: Agnes of God (Dr. Martha Livingstone), Into the Woods (The Witch), 
Nine (Luisa Contini), Kiss Me Kate (Lily/Kate), Show Boat (Julie), and any time she can 
work with original creative teams developing new works. María is a frequent coach, 
clinician, and adjudicator of student choral and theatrical groups, and currently 
serves as Vice-President of TLT Board of Directors. She dedicates this project to the 
memory of her grandmother Carmen, who, after much time, was able to share those 
memories and stories of her grandfather, Florencio, who perished in the final days of 
the Battle of the Bulge while fighting the Axis Powers in France, Belgium and Lux-
embourg.  
 
Kaylie Holcomb (Stage Manager) 
This is Kaylie's second time stage managing for Tacoma Little Theatre, though she 
has been involved in assisting with various school camps and behind the scenes pro-
jects since February. Previous stage management credits include Descendants (Youth 
Theatre Northwest), Everybody (Cornish College), and The Time Machine at (Tacoma 
Little Theatre). She hopes you enjoy the show and thanks everyone on the creative 
team who brought it to life. 
 
Blake R. York (Technical Director/Scenic Designer/Visuals) 
Blake has been involved in theatre throughout the greater Puget Sound area for the 
past 20 years, taking on a wide range of roles. He has worked on well over 100 pro-
ductions in various capacities, from actor to stage manager, scenic designer to direc-
tor, and everything in between. Previous directing credits include Bug (TLT), The 
Pillowman (Tacoma Little Theatre), The Wedding Singer (Broadway Olympia Produc-
tions), Terms of Endearment (TLT), and The Shawshank Redemption (TLT). Blake cur-
rently serves as TLT’s Technical Director, Resident Scenic Designer, and Graphic 
Designer for the theatre’s season posters. He was named Best Director for The Pil-
lowman at the 2019 AACT Regional Festival and received the national award for Best 
Scenic Designer at the AACT National Competition for his design of Bell Book and 
Candle. In 2022, Blake was recognized as one of South Sound Business’s “40 Under 
40.” Blake would like to express a huge thank you to the entire cast and production 
team for sharing their talents and putting in the hard work to bring this show to life. 
 
Michele Graves (Costume Designer) 
Michele has been designing shows for Tacoma Little Theatre for over 25 years.  For 
ten years she was the resident costume designer providing costumes for all main-
stage productions.  Though she is no longer designing and providing costumes for 
every production, she is not leaving the TLT family! This past summer Michele cos-

STAFF BIOGRAPHIES 



tumed the Education department’s production of Hadestown: Teen Edition. Many 
thanks to the many directors, actors, stage and production crews, and TLT staff 
who have made her years of involvement with theater the wonderful experience it 
has been.  Thanks too, to her husband, Gary, for his support of her enthusiasm 
toward theater and costume design. 
 
Chandler Garry (Sound Designer) 
This marks Chandler's 15th production with Tacoma Little Theatre, with past cred-
its including Bug, One Man Two Guvnors, A Christmas Story, The Shawshank Redemption, 
and Murder on the Orient Express. He is the proud recipient of the Heilman and Haver 
Award for Best Sound Design for a Play (Significant Other  2023) and has also been 
nominated for Best Sound Design for a Musical (Rent 2024). Chandler would like to 
thank his family for their continued support and looks forward to future theatrical 
endeavors at Tacoma Little Theatre. 
 
Alonna Hall (Lighting Designer) 
Alonna is an emerging African-American theatrical artist. She’s worked on and off 
stage for over 10 years, completing a Bachelors of Fine Arts in Musical Theatre Per-
formance and Technical Design from Pacific Lutheran University. Recent lighting 
design credits include SpongeBob The Musical and Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure at 
PCPA-Pacific Conservatory Theatre, For Colored Girls Who’ve Considered Suicide and 
Six: Teen Edition at the Lakewood Playhouse, From The Mississippi Delta at Tacoma 
Little Theatre, and Sherwood: The Adventures of Robin Hood at Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity. To see more of her work, visit her website, alonnahall.com. 
 
Madeleine Arnold (Properties Designer) 
Madeleine is a props and costume designer in the greater Tacoma area. They have 
previously designed the props for The Time Machine at TLT and The Normal Heart at 
Lakewood Playhouse. They have also designed the costumes and props for The 
Laramie Project also at Lakewood Playhouse. Madeleine is excited to be a part of the 
TLT community. 
 
Jennifer York (Scenic Artist) 
Jen has been a part of the local theatre community for over 20 years, serving as Di-
rector, Scenic Artist, Actor, Stage Manager, Prop Master, and youth educator for 
many of the area's theatres. Directorial credits include The Play That Goes Wrong, 
Seussical, The Underpants, and A Christmas Story at TLT, Stepping Out at TMP, and In-
specting Carol, It’s A Wonderful Life, and Narnia at the Lakewood Playhouse. She would 
like to offer love and thanks to her family and friends for their unwavering support 
of all of her theatrical endeavors- both well planned and hare-brained. -xoxo 
 
Lizzie Burns (Assistant Stage Manager)  
This is Lizzy's first show with Tacoma Little Theatre. She currently involves herself 
in the theater program at Bellarmine Prep with a lead role in the lighting depart-
ment. She has had experience with lighting, props, and stage management within 
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her elementary and high school career. Some shows she has worked on include; 
Newsies, Urinetown, The Importance of Being Earnest, and more. 
 
Kasey (Cramer) Cramer (Assistant Stage Manager) 
This is Cramer’s first show with Tacoma Little Theatre. Cramer is a high school 
junior at Annie Wright Schools, and began their stage management career within 
the department. Shows they have worked on include Urinetown, CLUE, and Zombie 
Prom. 
 
Elijah Bellis (Master Electrician) 
Elijah is a skilled lighting designer, musical director, pianist, and teaching artist 
whose work spans the South Puget Sound. Currently they are serving as Resident 
Lighting Designer and Master Electrician at TLT. Lighting credits include The Moun-
taintop, The Time Machine, The Da Vinci Code (Tacoma Little Theatre), A Wrinkle in 
Time, The Giver, Honk! (Olympia Family Theater), Anastasia, A Bright Room Called Day 
(South Puget Sound Community College), The Normal Heart, The Laramie Project 
(Lakewood Playhouse), and Love/Sick, The Book Club Play (Olympia Little Theatre). 
He extends gratitude to his friends and family for their support in his many theatri-
cal endeavors. 
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THE OUTSIDER 

August 28-September 13, 2026  

Become a part of the fun as 
TLT enters into its 108th sea-
son with a selection of shows 
that will have you laughing! 
You save 20% off of regular 
prices! 
 
Season Ticket and FLEX Ticket 
packages are now available 
for Returning Subscribers and 
New Subscribers! 
 
Season/FLEX Benefits include: 
• FREE Parking in a nearby 

lot 
• FREE ticket exchanges with 

24 hours notice. 
• Early Access to Special 

Events 
• Subscriber Bonus at each 

production 
• FREE admission to our 

“Off the Shelf” Readings 
 
Season Ticket Prices: 
$176.80 Adults 
$165.60 Seniors (60+) 
$165.60 Military 
$165.60 Students (all levels) 
$132.00 Youth (12 & under) 
 
FLEX Ticket Prices: 
$160.00 for SIX admissions 
(can be used in any combina-
tion) 

Arsenic  
and Old Lace  

October 16-November 1, 2026 

Hallmarked 

December 4-27, 2026 

DOT  
February 5-21, 2027 

Urinetown 

March 26-April 18, 2027  

The Importance of  
Being Earnest  

May 21-June 6, 2027 

The Play That 
Goes Wrong 

July 9-July 25, 2027 

2026-2027 

OUR 108TH SEASON 
“LET’S GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO LAUGH ABOUT” 



 
Sotto voce. Under the voice. Often the unspoken or inaudible words, 
perhaps under the breath even. The voice of memory. A voice beck-
oning to you for understanding and recollection, but so often leaving 
our questions unanswered, 
 
For the prominent Cuban-American playwright Nilo Cruz, poetry 
permeates everything he writes. There is no history lesson intended 
here. We float between the experiences of turn-of-the-millennium 
New York City and the oft repressed memories of 1939 Germany. We 
learn how sometimes allowing ourselves to forget the past is the best 
way forward. That dwelling in those private sorrows of our past can 
manipulate the direction of our present. And even when others can-
not understand how one can let things go, we sometimes just need to 
hear that it is alright to do just that. Holding revenge in our hearts can 
often allow those pains to dwell and grow over our time here. 
 
Our team has learned so much about how others may choose to deal 
with loss, pain, and the unearthing of painful memories. About how 
memory sustains or fades through a lifetime of experiences, and that 
there is no rhyme or reason for which. That if we listen more closely, 
those words that travel beneath the voice have so much more to say 
than if they were on the surface. 
 
I am so grateful for the collaborative efforts of this team of interpret-
ers of this poetry - cast, crew and designers - and their gracious treat-
ment of these characters and their stories. Thank you so much for 
hearing the message and bringing this beautiful story to life. 
 
 
Enjoy the show, 
 
MARÍA VALENZUELA 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 



Interested in becoming involved with TLT? 
We are always looking for help on stage, and off. 

Audition information is on our website, 
or you can always sign up to volunteer for 

ushering, painting, set work, or office help. 

CAST LIST 
Bemadette Kahn ................................................. Sharry O’Hare 

 

Saquiel Rafaeli ......................................................... John Pedro 

 

Lucila Pulpo .....................................Valeria Sanchez-Jimenez 

 
Act One: 62 minutes          Act Two: 30 minutes 

There will be a 15-minute intermission between acts 

 

TIME 

The Millennium 

 

PLACE 
New York City 

 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 
Tacoma Musical Playhouse 

Cheryl & Pete Burgess 
 





Sharry O’Hare (Bemadette Kahn) 
Sharry was last seen in TLT productions of America's Sexiest 
Couple and Significant Other. In 2025, Sharry was also seen in 
I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change at RCT, Grease at 
TMP, Have I Told You This Story at LPH, and A Not So Silent 
Night at Dukesbay Theatre. With profound gratitude to Ma-
ria for the opportunity to portray this exquisite role, along-
side the talents of John and Valeria. Shout out to Kaylie, 
Lizzie, and Cramer, for consistent support during the pro-
duction process and special thanks to Michele Graves, who 
never fails to make me feel complete in her costume de-
sign. Love to Irish Prince, Micheal O'Hara who also took 
on the task of Line Coach to get me to the finish and our Z 
Girls, ZuZu and Zoey. 
 
John Pedro (Saquiel Rafaeli)  
John is a recent graduate of PLU with a BFA in Acting/
Directing. During his time in college, he portrayed many 
different characters, such as Prince John in Sherwood and 
Creon in Antigone. Most recently, he portrayed Ned Weeks 
in The Normal Heart at Lakewood Playhouse. He is grateful 
to the creative team and cast for creating an easy-going en-
vironment, his girlfriend Natalie for her love and support, 
and his family for helping him throughout his acting jour-
ney. 
 
Valeria Sanchez-Jimenez (Lucila Pulpo)  
Valeria’s previous mainstage credits are Odessa in Water by 
the Spoonful (Pomona College, 2019) and Bessy in Laura 
(TLT, 2019). It’s a pleasure to return to TLT exploring this 
remarkable, timeless-yet-topical story with its invitation to 
emerge from the theatre more open the world and its 
needs, opportunities, aches, and joys. Thank yous to Steve, 
Penny, Elba, and Tina for the love and support, artistic ex-
ample, and nudge back to theatre, and to the whole Sotto 
Voce team and TLT community for the magic worked here. 
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AN UPROARIOUS COMEDY OF MARITAL MISADVENTURES 



PROUD SPONSORS OF TACOMA LITTLE THEATRE 

5510 6th Avenue Suite D Tacoma, WA 98406 
253.201.0209 www.jonesautoclinic.com 

CONSIDER A GIFT TO TLT’S ANNUAL FUND 
Tacoma Little Theatre has been a part of our community for 108 years, bringing joy to genera-
tions through the Performing Arts and our Education programs.  TLT’s vision is “to enrich lives by 
providing opportunities for equitable inclusion and representation. Our goal is to ensure everyone 
– regardless of identity, background or personal experience–belongs at TLT.” Whether it’s an 
experienced actor, a bank teller, a retired plumber, or a student looking to build a career, they 

have a place at TLT to help strengthen our community. 

It is only through the continued support of our community members that the arts can thrive. Remem-
ber that any amount helps us, from $1 to $10,000.  You can even pledge your donation amount 
over a monthly or quarterly payment schedule. If you are interested in establishing a legacy gift 
of support through planned (estate) giving or stock transfers, please contact me directly. TLT is a 
recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and may be fully tax-deductible (please check with 

your tax  advisor).  

If you have already donated to us this season, thank you! If you are considering donating to us 
now, thank you! To donate scan the QR code, visit our website at www.tacomalittletheatre.com, 
call me personally at 253-272-2281, or stop by the Box Office. We always look forward to 

having the opportunity to speak with you.  

You are the reason that TLT continues to thrive. Thank you so much for your continued support and 

patronage. 

    Enjoy the show, 

 

    Chris Serface, Managing Artistic Director 





Use code: tacomalittletheatre for 15% off  your order! 

Check out the bags in the concession stand! 

Great gifts for the theatre lover in your life 








